
PCNPA PLANNING APPLICATION NP/12/0230 

 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTION BY 

THE FRIENDS OF PEMBROKESHIRE NATIONAL PARK 

 

1. The site of this proposed development is in open agricultural land comprising, in the main, two large 

fields sloping towards the sea in a northerly direction.   The most southerly point of the land within the 

application adjoins a road which forms the boundary of the National Park and is under 2 kilometres from 

the sea at Aberfelin, the most northerly point considerably less than that.   The site, therefore, forms a 

significant part of the total depth of the Park from the sea in this location. 

2.  The views from this site are iconic, particularly from the southern boundary of the site looking towards 

the compact village of Trefin, which is about 0.6 mile away, and across unspoilt open vistas towards the 

cliffs and hills of Garn Fawr and towards the peninsula of Pencaer.   The site also forms part of a 

presently unspoilt landscape when viewed from the north (Trefin).   The site is, therefore extremely 

visually sensitive from both south and north.   The Visual Impact Assessment with the application fails to 

pay sufficient regard to this intrusion particularly when viewed from the north. 

3.  Changes made from the previous application (NP/11/398 - refusal notified 22 february 2012) do not 

avoid the problems of visual intrusion that the proposed development would cause.   As a result the 

proposed development would still, by virtue of its position, scale and design, have a detrimental impact 

on the special landscape character of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park (see Reason 3 of the Refusal 

of Permission for the previous application). 

4.  Screening by native trees is unlikley to be successful due to the exposed position and would, in any 

event, take decades to be apparent.   Planting of evergreen conifers in sufficient numbers for screening 

would be totally out of character for the area. 

5.  The applicant continues to rely substantially on Low Impact Policy 47 of the PCNPA LDP.   However, 

the application of this policy is not appropriate for all parts of the Park.   It is particularly inappropriate in 

visually sensitive cases, as is this case.   Even if all detailed requirements of the policy are fulfilled that 

should not amount to 'exceptional circumstances' to allow development in open countryside to the 

detriment of a protected landscape contrary to the primary purpose of National Park designation i.e. to 

preserve and enhance that landscape.   Approval of this application would, therefore, set a damaging 

precedent for the Park and encourage inappropriate proliferation. 

6.  The applicant's substantial reliance upon his proposed use and management of the site points to 

another serious difficulty.   If the development were to be allowed there can be no effective guarantee that 

that use and management would continue whether while the property is in the hands of the applicant or, 

after disposal, in the hands of others.   The net result would then be buildings to the detriment of a 

protected landscape which would not otherwise have been permitted. 

7.  We repeat the point we made in response to NP/11/398 that the Low Impact Policy is there to assist 

the Park Authority in meeting its statutory purposes.   It should not be used to override those statutory 

purposes, foremost among which is conservation of the natural beauty of the landscape andpreservation 

of its qualities. 
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