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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Proposed application for Development Consent to construct and operate 
Atlantic Array Offshore Wind Farm under the Planning Act 2008 (‘the 2008 Act’) 
 
Introduction 
Thank you for inviting the Campaign for National Parks to comment on the draft 
Environmental Statement (draft ES) for the proposed Atlantic Array Offshore Wind 
Farm and particularly for allowing us to submit a response after the consultation has 
formally closed. 
 
The Campaign for National Parks is the charity that campaigns to protect and 
promote National Parks in England and Wales as beautiful and inspirational places 
enjoyed and valued by all. It has been in existence for over 75 years.  
We represent the interests of the National Park Societies and work closely with them 
to ensure that National Park purposes are promoted and observed.This response 
has the full support of the Friends of Pembrokeshire National Park. The Exmoor 
Society has already submitted a response setting out their concerns about the 
damaging impacts of this proposal. 
 
National Parks are the finest landscapes which have been granted the highest level 
of protection. The statutory purposes of National Parks are:  
 

 To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of 
the National Parks.  
 

 To promote opportunities for the public understanding and enjoyment of the 
special qualities of the National Parks. 

 
In pursuing these purposes, National Park Authorities (NPAs) also have a statutory 
duty to foster the economic and social well-being of communities living within the 
National Park. In those cases where there is a conflict and reconciliation proves 
impossible, the first purpose should take precedence. 
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The location of the proposed offshore wind farm in the Bristol Channel means that it 
would potentially impact on the setting of both Exmoor National Park (ENP) and 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park (PCNP). The Environment Act 1995 gives 
National Parks the highest possible designation in landscape terms. The current 
Government has confirmed its commitment to protecting the landscape and scenic 
beauty of National Parks in both the National Planning Policy Framework (2012; 
paragraph 115) and the National Policy Statement for Energy (2011, paragraph 
5.9.9).  
 
We are very concerned about the potential significant harmful effects of the proposed 
wind farm, particularly in relation to protected landscapes, valued for their wild and 
remote seascape qualities. 
 
We have two main concerns about the draft ES for the proposed wind farm and its 
impact on ENP and PCNP. These are the visual impacts and the effects on tourism 
and recreation. Each of these is discussed in more detail below. In commenting 
further on an application for a Development Consent Order, we may also wish to 
comment on the possible impacts on biodiversity.   
 
Visual Impacts 
We are concerned that there is insufficient information in the draft ES on nationally 
designated landscapes and their reasons for designation. Information on local 
character and the special qualities of each the two National Parks should be drawn 
from the published Landscape Character Assessments and National Park 
Management Plans. It is essential to include such information in order to ensure a 
proper understanding of the importance and sensitivity of these nationally designated 
and protected landscapes. 
 
The proposed wind farm would be visible from key viewpoints in both ENP and 
PCNP and from significant lengths of the Coast Path in each of these National Parks. 
Both the Pembrokeshire Coast Path (which passes through PCNP) and the South 
West Coast Path (which passes through ENP) are valued for their sense of peace 
and tranquillity and the wild, remote cliff top character with largely uninterrupted 
seascape views. The development of the Atlantic Array would have a detrimental 
visual impact on the natural beauty and character of these areas and we consider 
that the significance of this impact has been understated in the draft ES. In addition 
to the visual impact during daylight hours, the turbines would also be visible during 
the hours of darkness because of the need to illuminate them. This would be a 
further intrusion on the tranquillity of these protected areas. 
 
In view of the high status given to the protection of designated landscapes, we would 
expect to see the visual impacts on National Parks highlighted as one of the most 
significant effects of the scheme. On that basis we would expect to see all viewpoints 
from National Parks in the study given a “Very High Sensitivity” status rather than the 
“High Sensitivity” that is the main category. It is unclear why the majority fall into the 
“High” category in this context. 
 
Effects on Tourism and Recreation 
We are concerned that the proposed development would have a detrimental impact 
on tourism and recreation in both PCNP and ENP, particularly if visitors are deterred 
from walking along the Coast Paths as a result of the visual impact of the wind farm. 
Tourism and recreation-related activities provide significant amounts of employment 
in both National Parks and, therefore, make an important contribution to the local 
economies.  
 



For example, research1 has found that the environment of PCNP directly supported 
over 4,600 jobs, produced total income of £68 million and generated £81 million 
GDP. In addition, surveys into the National Trails in Wales, have shown the 
importance of the Pembrokeshire Coast Path in providing custom for accommodation 
providers with almost half of those contacted citing it as ‘very important to the 
profitability’ of their business. Tourism is just as important to the economy of Exmoor. 
 
We are concerned that discussion of the impacts on tourism and recreation in the 
draft ES specifically excludes the visual impacts of the proposal on the enjoyment of 
Public Rights of Way as we believe that the visual impact of the turbines would have 
a significant impact on people’s enjoyment of Rights of Way and would thus reduce 
the numbers of visitors choosing to make use of those Rights of Way affected. 
 
Conclusion 
We have two main concerns about the proposed Atlantic Array – the visual impacts 
of the proposal and the potential impacts on tourism and recreation – and believe 
that both these aspects have been understated in the draft ES. 
 
We are particularly concerned that the draft ES pays insufficient attention to the 
importance and sensitivity of nationally designated and protected landscapes such as 
National Parks and that there is insufficient information on the reasons for their 
designation, their special qualities and the specific protection that they are granted 
under legislation. The visual impacts on designated landscapes, valued for their wild 
and remote seascape qualities, should be highlighted as one of the most significant 
effects of the scheme.  
 
The National Policy Statement for Energy highlights that the duty to have regard to 
the purposes of nationally designated landscapes also applies when considering 
applications outside such areas which might affect them, and that the aim should be 
to avoid compromising the purposes of designation (paragraph 5.9.2). We do not 
believe that the draft ES provides adequate information with regard to this duty to 
inform a planning decision on the impact of the proposed development. 
 
Thank you again for allowing us to respond after the original deadline.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
 
Ruth Bradshaw 
Policy and Research Manager 
Tel: 020 7924 4077 ex. 222 
Email: ruthb@cnp.org.uk 

                                                 
1
 Valuing our Environment Partnership, Economic Impact of the National Parks of Wales, 2006   


