
Chairman: Peter Heard 

Tregynon 

Gwaun Valley 

Fishguard 

SA65 9TU 

 

01239 820531 

 

                            www.fpnp.org.uk                                                                                   chairman@fpnp.org.uk 

 

Pembrokeshire County Council 

Marketing (2D) 

County Hall 

Haverfordwest 

Pembrokeshire 

SA61 1TP 

8 February 2013 

 

CONSULTATION ON THE SINGLE INTEGRATED PLAN FOR PEMBROKESHIRE 

 

RESPONSE 0F THE FRIENDS OF PEMBROKESHIRE NATIONAL PARK 

 

 

The Friends of the Pembrokeshire National Park [FPNP] is an independent voluntary charity committed to 

help protect, conserve and enhance the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park for all to enjoy.   As such we 

welcome the opportunity to respond to this consultation on the proposed Single Integrated Plan for 

Pembrokeshire for the period 2013 to 2018.    

 

General Observations 

 

The Single Integrated Plan (SIP) seeks to secure collective action to improve the quality of life for everyone 

in Pembrokeshire and the present consultation aims to identify issues which are important to the County and 

opinions as to how those issues should be tackled.    Our comments are principally directed at those sections 

of the paper which deal with the Economy and with the Environment and in this section we deal with two 

issues which we believe to be fundamental to the aims of the SIP 

 

1.  FPNP are pleased to see that one of the three Key Priorities (under the heading of ‘Environment’) is that 

the quality of Pembrokeshire’s environment will be protected and improved.   However, we believe that the 

final version should be strengthened by a full statement of the very considerable benefits that the 

National Park and its surrounding marine environment already provide and the importance of retaining them.  

These benefits include:- 

 

1.1.  The very substantial contribution to the economy of the whole County made by tourism secured by the 

landscape quality of the land within the Park, the beaches and the surrounding marine environment. 

 

1.2.  The status conferred on the County as a whole by having a National Park entirely within its own borders 

and having the County name as part of the Park’s title.  (In several other National Parks the area of the park 

crosses county boundaries and/or the title does not refer to a county area e.g., Peak District, Exmoor, 

Dartmoor, Snowdonia) 

 

1.3.  The promotion of general well-being and provision of major opportunities for recreation thereby 

contributing to the good health both of the local population and of visitors. 

 



1.4.  A significant part of the County where principles of responsible management of the environment are 

already practised. 

 

FPNP strongly believe that these benefits, and further progress in securing them, establish the Park and its 

marine environment as major assets for the County in pursuing the aims of the SIP.   They provide a strong 

basis for furthering the interests, not only of the people of Pembrokeshire, but of visitors also. 

If used sensitively they can assist in beneficial economic development but if other priorities are pursued to 

the detriment of the environment and landscape of the Park and its marine surrounds the net result could 

easily be loss not gain.   In this context the county has custody of an asset of national importance, both for 

Wales and the whole of the United Kingdom: further it is an asset which is internationally recognised and 

appreciated.  The issue is not merely a local one. 

 

2.  We have already included reference to the County’s marine environment under 1 above.   We believe the 

importance of the marine environment, not just for its wildlife & wilderness qualities but for water-based 

recreation, fishing and underwater renewable energy, cannot be overstated.  All of these need to be managed 

sensitively in order to maintain the range of values e.g. fishing will benefit from wildlife conservation if 

carried out sustainably. We seek full explicit reference in the SIP to the value and importance of the seaward 

side of the County’s coastline and the need for its protection.   The need for responsible use and management 

of marine natural resources is just as important as of those on land.   As with the landscape of the Park, the 

marine environment is a major strength complementing the protections given to the National Park and 

providing considerable benefit to the County. 

 

 

Key Challenges and Priorities 

 

3.1.   The implementation of Sustainable development and the role of the SIP in this process.   This role is set 

out in paragraphs 2.31 to 2.33 of the Consultation Paper, A Sustainable Wales, Better Choices for a Better 

Future which emphasise the importance of public service bodies working together at local and regional levels 

in order to secure shared outcomes which are ‘at the heart of a Sustainable development approach’.   In 

paragraph 2.32 it is made clear that planning for shared outcomes will be achieved through SIPs described as 

‘strategic planning tools intended to cover the full range of social, economic and environmental outcomes for 

an area’.   Paragraph 2.33 sets out WG’s intention to put such collaborative working within the Sustainable 

Development duty and the single integrated planning framework on a statutory footing.   In view of this role 

for SIPs it is essential, as stated in 1 and 2 above, that the SIP for Pembrokeshire gives full weight to the 

benefits of the Park and its marine environment and their national and international importance 

 

3.2.  The proposal to make Pembrokeshire the energy hub of the UK, the support for port, marina and cruise 

developments and the development of the Haven Enterprise Zone.   We repeat our view in 1 above that such 

developments should only be pursued in ways which do not damage the County’s principal assets in the 

shape of the National Park and the surrounding marine environment. 

 

3.3.   The need to protect the marine environment for the reasons set out in 2 above.  We seek express 

recognition of this in the SIP (see 2 above). 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Peter Heard 

Chairman 

 

 

 


