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1. The Friends of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park [FPCNP] is an independent voluntary 

charity committed to help protect, conserve and enhance the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park for all to 

enjoy. We welcome the opportunity to comment on the Environment Bill White paper. 

 

2. As implied by its name FPCNP’s interest lies in the long term future of the Pembrokeshire Coast 

National Park – one of three national parks designated in Wales for their outstanding natural beauty and 

the opportunities they offer for the enjoyment of their special qualities by the public and one of eight 

protected landscapes [National Parks and AONBs] in Wales, which together cover 25 % of Wales’ land 

area. Furthermore these protected landscapes are places where natural and cultural resources come 

together and are recognised as being of considerable importance for the economy of Wales – The 

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park alone generates £68 million annually and supports 4600 jobs. 

 

3. As members of The Campaign for National Parks Cymru [CNPC] we have contributed to the 

preparation of its detailed response to the consultation. In writing separately not only do we wish to 

endorse the contents of CNPC’s response but also wish to emphasise a number of points:  

 

a) It is not immediately obvious that the provisions of the Bill will embrace land and sea. We 

understand from the various consultation events that this is the intention; however, we consider that it 

should be made abundantly clear that it does.   

 

b) We broadly support the introduction of the process of natural resource planning and welcome, in 

particular, the recognition of landscape in the definition of ‘natural resources’. We would suggest that 

seascapes are included in that definition, otherwise half of Wales would be left out. In this context we 

commend the role that landscape can play in providing a framework for natural resource planning at the 

area level.  

 

c) We would hope that the particular importance of Wales’ protected landscapes [National Parks and 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty] in delivering a wide range of ecosystem services derived from their 



special qualities as well as more general services are fully recognised in the national resource plan and the 

area plans. 

 

d) In introducing natural resource planning we would also commend the role that National Park and 

AONB management plans [suitably expanded] could play in securing an integrated approach, building on 

the  work that has been undertaken over many years rather than starting afresh. 

 

e) It will be crucial to give the natural resource planning process the appropriate status if it is to 

provide the framework for the planning processes proposed in the Planning Bill and to ensure that public 

bodies have more than just a duty to have regard to the resource plans, they should be required to not only 

participate in their preparation but also to play their part in their implementation.   

 

f) The link with the Future Generations Bill is not entirely clear. The definition of sustainable 

development currently used by the Welsh Government embraces the concept of living within 

environmental limits. It is not clear whether the natural resources which are the subject of the 

Environment Bill are one and the same. It would be logical if they were, but it needs to be made clear.  

 

4. We hope that these comments are of help in the development of the proposals for inclusion of the 

Bill. We would be happy to expand on them further  
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