
ATLANTIC ARRAY 

STATEMENT OF INTEREST BY THE FRIENDS OF THE PEMBROKESHIRE COAST NATIONAL PARK 

The Friends of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park [FPCNP] is an independent voluntary 

charity committed to help protect, conserve and enhance the Pembrokeshire Coast National 

Park for all to enjoy.  As implied by its name FPCNP’s interest lies in the long term future of 

the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park – the only national park in UK designated on account 

of its coastline. 

 

The National Park derives many of its special qualities from the marine environment 

adjacent to it, not least the sense of space, tranquillity and wildness, and freedom from 

development, and unspoilt views out to sea. The proposal would be a visible development in 

an otherwise undeveloped seascape, which provides the context for a remote and wild 

coastline. Notwithstanding the revised proposal that has been submitted FPCNP is very 

concerned at the likely impact of the proposal not only on the special qualities of the 

National Park but also on people’s enjoyment of those qualities. It is equally concerned that 

the proposal is likely to have an impact on other protected landscapes not only in Wales but 

also in England – Gower AONB., Exmoor National Park and North Devon AONB. 

 

FPCNP considers that the environmental assessment has underestimated the impact of the 

proposal for an essentially industrial scale development, particularly the high degree of 

sensitivity to change of this kind in seawards views, on: 

 

• the special qualities of the National Park; and  

• the enjoyment by residents and visitors alike of those special qualities and as a 

consequence on the tourist industry which depends to a very significant degree on 

those special qualities 

 

Further, the choice of particular viewpoints as opposed to the whole length of coast as the 

basis for assessment and the varying degree of sensitivity to development accorded to those 

sites are cause for concern. 

 

The National Policy Statement for Energy [EN 1, July 2011] states that “National Parks, the 

Broads and AONBs as having the highest status of protection in relation to landscape and 

natural beauty. Each of these designated areas has specific statutory purposes which helps 

their continued protection and which the IPC should have regard to in its decisions.” The 

statement goes further in stating that “…the duty to have regard to the purposes of 

nationally designated areas also applies when considering applications for projects outside 

the boundaries of these areas which may have impacts with them. The aim should be to 

avoid compromising   the purposes of designation and be designed sensitively given the 

various siting, operational and other relevant constraints.” 

 

FPCNP is concerned that the national importance not only of the Pembrokeshire Coast 

National Park but also of the Exmoor National Park and the Gower and North Devon AONBs 

should be given the due weight in the assessment of the proposal in line with the above 

Duty.  


