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WHITE PAPER – A SUSTAINABLE WALES: BETTER CHOICES FOR A BETTER FUTURE 

 

The Friends of the Pembrokeshire National park (FPNP) is an independent voluntary charity committed to 

help protect, conserve and enhance the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park for all to enjoy.   As such we 

welcome the opportunity to respond to this consultation. 

 

We recognise that the aim of the White Paper is to set out a governance framework for sustainable 

development. We also recognise that this is not the moment to be considering in detail the place of national 

parks as crucial national assets in the sustainable development process. We will be looking to both the 

statutory guidance [referred to in para 2.17] and the forthcoming policy statement on National Parks and 

AONBs to do this. 

 

Whilst we do not have any particular comments on the framework suggested, we do have concerns about the 

definition of sustainable development to be included in the Bill. The section [paragraphs 2.16 – 2.18] on the 

definition seems to suggest that the Brundtland definition is favoured, though it is not entirely clear.  Whilst 

we support the generality of that definition, we consider that it is too general and does not give a sufficiently 

clear idea of what sustainable development is about. We would, however, favour the use of the Welsh 

Government’s own definition set out in paragraph 1.9, i.e.  

 

“Sustainable development means enhancing the economic, social and environmental well-being of people 

and communities, achieving a better quality of life for our own and future generations in ways which: 

• promote social justice and equality of opportunity; and 

• enhance the natural and cultural environment and respect its limits – using our fair share of the earth’s 

resources and sustaining our cultural legacy. 

Sustainable development is the process by which we reach the goal of sustainability.” 

 

It manages to identify all the key elements of sustainable development in such a way as to give a sufficiently 

clear message on the face of the Bill as to its scope. It will still need interpretation and the statutory guidance 

will be crucial in doing that. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Peter Heard 

Chairman 

 

 


