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PROPOSED SOUTH HOOK COMBINED HEAT AND POWER PLANT 

 

Response to Consultation by the Friends of Pembrokeshire National Park 

(FPNP) 

 

1. FPNP is an independent voluntary charity committed to help protect, conserve and 

enhance the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park for all to enjoy. We welcome the 

opportunity to respond  to the consultation on the proposal for the South Hook CHP 

Plant . This response is based on study of the Phase 1 documents - Community 

Consultation Communication Plan, and Preliminary Environmental Information (Non-

Technical Summary).  

 

2. We understand that this is a major development of national significance which will 

meet the power needs of the South Hook LNG Terminal and export  surplus power to 

the grid.  

 

3.The key issue for the Friends is that the development is designed and operated to 

minimise it’s environmental impact . Our main concerns are as follows. 

 

3a. Visual intrusion.  Inevitably, the main stack of about  85 m will be visible over 

large areas of the National Park and Pembrokeshire. The development  should 

therefore aim to ameliorate the visual impact by sensitive siting and design of the 

buildings . The choice of east or west site should be guided by this consideration 

rather than whether the site is wholly ( west option) or partially (east option)  in the 

National Park. Any proposal to increase the height of the stack must be supported by 

firm evidence of a significant reduction of ground level pollution.  

 

3b. Discharges arising from the Cooling System.  We are concerned to minimise any 

effect on human health and marine ecology as well as visual impact . The ‘wet’ 

cooling option has the potential to affect marine life because water is taken from, and 

discharged back, into the Haven under conditions which are unspecified in the 

documents. In addition wet cooling gives rise to a potentially visible plume containing 

polluting chemicals .  We conclude that the ‘dry’ cooling option appears to have 

significant advantages in addressing our concerns , as it requires no water and thus  

avoids effects on marine ecology or vapour plume. However these advantages are 

offset by an unspecified increase in carbon emissions. 
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3c. Grid connection. We are concerned that any new connections to the grid, whether 

to the sub-station at Pembroke Power Station or Milford Haven, are underground or 

sub-marine.  Overhead power lines will  have a serious adverse visual impact. High 

priority should be given to avoiding them.  

 

We hope the final proposals will address these concerns . We will be pleased to 

provide further information on the matters we have raised.  

 

 

Prof John Ratcliffe 

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Friends of Pembrokeshire National Park 

October 17, 2012. 


