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The Friends’ Response to the Consultation Document on Potential Site Options for 

 Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs) in Welsh Waters 

 

 

1. The Friends of the Pembrokeshire National Park (FPNP) is an independent voluntary charity 

committed to help protect, conserve and enhance the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park for all to enjoy.   

We welcome the opportunity to respond to this consultation on the proposals for Marine Conservation 

Zones [MCZs] in Wales. 

 

2. The Friends interest in these proposals is based on the potential impact of the proposals on both the 

statutory purposes of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park – conservation and enjoyment – and the 

social / economic well-being of the local communities within the Park.  

 

3. Although none of the proposals off the Pembrokeshire Coast are technically within the National 

Park, the areas under consideration are part of the marine environment from which it derives many of its 

special qualities – not least from the existence and enjoyment of nationally, if not internationally, 

important marine habitats and wildlife. To the extent, therefore, that additional protection is proposed for 

some of the special qualities of the National Park, the Friends welcome the proposals. 

 

4. However, we are concerned that there could be significant impact on the enjoyment of the National 

Park, especially water based activities, and on the local inshore fishing industry. We say ‘could’ because 

it is not entirely clear in the consultation document what the degree of restriction on some of these 

activities would be imposed. We are aware, for example, of particular difficulties that could be experience 

by 

 

• long established and economically important sailing and boating activities in the vicinity of Dale 

and Skomer. 

• beach users at Marloes – a very popular place 

• fishing and boating activity at Abercastle 

 

This degree of uncertainty is no doubt the cause of the adverse reaction locally to the proposals. In our 

view there needs to be a much greater interaction in developing the proposals with the communities and 

users that could be affected. This adverse reaction is all the more unfortunate as the high quality of the 



marine environment is so important for people’s enjoyment of the area and consequently for the local 

tourism economy and also for the inshore fishing industry. The integration of social and economic 

activity as far as possible within the limits set by the sensitive marine environment is the challenge set by 

the Welsh Government’s goal of achieving the sustainable use of the marine environment. In paragraph 6 

below we suggest how this might be achieved. 

 

5. This leads to our second area of concern – how these areas would be managed once they are 

established. We note that this matter is dealt with in Part 4 of the document and that the management 

objectives will be achieved through a range of measures including Nature Conservation orders, Fisheries 

orders, SSSI regulations, licensing and planning permission. These will obviously be needed, however, 

the Friends are concerned that, apart from references to the Welsh Government Fisheries Team as the key 

enforcers of regulations and to other organisations such as CCW and Environment Agency [shortly to be 

absorbed in the new Single Environment Body], there is no indication as to how these areas will actually 

be managed. Whilst we welcome the reference in paragraph 4.8 to the need to raise awareness of 

management measures once they are in place, we are concerned that there is no indication of how this will 

be achieved. 

 

6. It seems to us that the kind of management of water based recreation and fishing in such a sensitive 

environment should be based on a locally based statutory organisation working closely with the users of 

the marine environment to secure the sustainable use of these areas, as well as areas adjacent to them. In 

this context, you are aware from correspondence with the Minister [21 July 2011] and Julia Williams [14 

September 2011], that the Friends have advocated the extension of the statutory role for the National Park 

with respect to the management of water-based recreation in the waters adjacent to the Park. It would 

seem to be a logical step for the NPA to have responsibility [given the necessary resources] for setting up 

and managing any MCZ established in the waters adjacent to it. It is an organisation that: 

 

• is on the spot,  

• has conservation and enjoyment as its purposes and a duty towards the local economy,  

• is already involved in the management of recreation activities  

• has close links with local communities and users of the area.  

• is the local planning authority 

 

7. Such an approach is one which we believe should be introduced not just for such MCZs that are 

designated in proximity to the National Park – they will only cover a very small area - but also for the 

much wider area adjacent to it, which is of such high value for its wildlife, as a recreation resource, as a 

fishery and as a haven for shipping. An integrated approach to the management of these resources and 

activities involving the local communities and users led by a locally based organisation is crucial. In our 

view, as we argued in our letters [referred to above] an expanded National Park with a Park Authority 

suitably empowered and resourced would enable this to happen. 

 

8. We hope that these comments are of help to you. We would be happy to provide further information 

on the matters we have raised and to discuss them with you. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Peter Heard 

Chairman 

 

 


